
                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Update to Waterbeach Parish Council   - 5 July 2016 
 
We wanted to update the Parish Council on the progress being made in developing the Outline 
Application for the future development of the former barracks and airfield at Waterbeach. We 
appreciate the time slot given to us in advance of the next Parish Council meeting on 5 July and 
wanted to send the following information and attachments in advance to provide background and 
information to support these discussions. 
 

1) EIA Scoping Note 
 
As part of any major application, there is a process of Environmental Impact Assessment. This looks 
at all the potential impacts of the development, and seeks to ensure appropriate mitigation is 
addressed in the Environmental Statement of the Planning Application. The process may also inform 
what measures and investment is needed in the local area to support local facilities and 
infrastructure.  
 
The Opinion Note seeks input and assurance from a wide range of consultees and groups to ensure 
that the approach being taken and issues considered are robust and comprehensive. South Cambs 
District Council manage the process of sending this out to consultees and collating feedback, which 
is all publicly available on their website. We were also keen to ensure WPC were aware of the 
process and could input both directly to us and through the formal process with SCDC. A more 
detailed briefing note is attached at Annex A, and the full EIA Scoping Opinion note is attached – 
though apologies it is 8MB. You can also access it through the following link to the SCDC website 
here: http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/WPHAPPCRITERIA 

 
 

2) Traffic Surveys 
 
We have a series of traffic surveys which we are undertaking regularly and over the next few 
months. We have discussed locations and timings with the transport and planning teams at County 
and District Council, but it would be good to get a sense check with the Parish.  
 
I attach a plan showing the survey locations and these are listed below. On the map the lines 
represent Automatic Traffic Counts (i.e. tubes in road) and the circles represent turning counts.  
  

         14 day ATC located on the A10 north of Denny End Road junction  

         14 day ATC located on the A10 north of CRP roundabout 

         14  day ATC located on the A10 between Denny End Road and Car Dyke Road  

         14  day ATC located on the A10 south of Car Dyke Road  

         14  day ATC located on Ely Road (just south of junction with A10) 

         12 hour turning count located at A10 / Car Dyke Road / Waterbeach Road junction  

         12 hour turning count located at A10 / Denny End Road junction 

         12 hour turning count located at A10 / Landbeach Road junction  

         14  day ATC located on Station Road east of Waterbeach Station  

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/WPHAPPCRITERIA


                                                                   
 

        14  day ATC located on Denny End Road  

         14  day ATC located on High Street 

         14  day ATC located on Car Dyke Road  

         12 hour turning count located at Butt Lane / A10 / Milton P&R  

         12 hour turning count located at CRP roundabout  
 

         On-street car survey, undertaken on all local roads within 700 m of Waterbeach Rail Station, 
to include  the following roads: 

 
1. Station Road 
2. Lode Avenue 
3. Clayhithe Road 
4. Chapel Street 
5. Payton Way 
6. Rosemary Road 
7. Burgess Road 
8. Green Side 
 

          Passenger on/off count at Waterbeach Station 
         12 hour turning count @ A14 Junction 34 
         12 hour turning count @ Stretham Roundabout 
         12 hour turning count @ A10 / Ely Road 
         12 hour turning count @ A1123 / Twenty Pence Road 
         14 day ATC @ Twenty Pence Road, North of Cottenham  

  

         14 day ATC @ Ely Road, North of Chittering    

         14 day ATC @ Oakington Road, South of Cottenham    

         14 day ATC @ Cottenham Road, North of Histon    

         14 day ATC @ Cottenham Road, West of Landbeach    

         14 day ATC @ Dry Drayton Road, South of Oakington    

         14 day ATC @ Oakington Road, North of Dry Drayton    

         14 day ATC @ Cambridge Road, East of Oakington    

         14 day ATC @ New Road, West of Histon    

         14 day ATC @ Impington Lane, Impington    

         14 day ATC @ New Road, Impington    

         14 day ATC @ Bridge Road, Impington    

         14 day ATC @ Bridge Road, Impington    

         14 day ATC @ Milton Road, East of Impington    

         14 day ATC @ A10, South of Milton Park & Ride    

         14 day ATC @ Cambridge Road, Milton    

         14 day ATC @ Cambridge Road Milton    

         14 day ATC @ Horningsea Road, South of Horningsea    

         14 day ATC @ Horningsea Road, Fen Ditton    

         14 day ATC @ High Street, Landbeach    

         14 day ATC @ Waterbeach Road, East of Landbeach    

         14 day ATC @ Green End, Landbeach    

         14 day ATC @ A10, West of Waterbeach    

         14 day ATC @ A10, West of Waterbeach    



                                                                   
 
  
 

We are committed to sharing the data which arises from these surveys – all of which will be used to 

inform the transport strategy for the site and to help the modelling and projection of future impacts 

and traffic flows. The data will help inform and develop the necessary investment in infrastructure 

across the road network, the rail, bus and cycle provision, as well as our ongoing work with the A10 

Transport Corridor Study. 

 

3) Cemetery Extension 

Progress has quickened on this with MOD approval to continue the exploratory ground investigation 

works that will help inform design and costs of the extension work. A date is being agreed for a 

meeting with the Landscape and Project team and the Parish Council Working Group to finalise the 

design later in July, with the aspiration that a planning application would be progressed in the 

Autumn for completion by the end of the year. 

 

4) Next round of Consultation and Engagement  

With work on the Outline Application progressing, Urban&Civic are planning out the next larger 

engagement events for late September, focussing on the developing vision for the airfield and 

barracks area. This has been informed by the Open Day feedback, the Development Framework 

workshops and open sessions, and our ongoing discussions with the statutory bodies and agencies. 

 We would welcome the opportunity to provide a preview of this information to the Parish Council in 

advance of the events, and feedback on the nature and location. Suggestions so far include:  

 Warm up and introduction sessions in advance of any event, with local groups  

 On-site evening consultations with display boards and team members available for discussion, 

information and engagement 

 On-site: a weekend with some activities and events which get families interested in coming 

along and exploring the site, as well as providing children some amusement while parents 

feedback on the exhibition. 

 On-site tours which give a sense of proposals and ensure people are familiar with the site 

 On-site Feedback forms for additional views and reflections on proposals 

 Online digital consultation platform which shows the displays and allows for online feedback 

The option of doing something in the village instead of on site is being considered following 

feedback that not everyone can get to the site, or wants to attend, and we would welcome ideas and 

options. There may be the option of running the display boards at a separate evening session in the 

school/Tillage Hall. 

 



                                                                   
 
 

Please let us know your thoughts and as ever very happy for additional discussions at any stage 

within or outside the PC meetings and with the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. 

Many thanks 

Rebecca Britton 

rbritton@urbanandcivic.com 

07739339889  

mailto:rbritton@urbanandcivic.com


                                                                   
 
Annex A:   Waterbeach Barracks and Airfield: Environmental Impact Assessment Scoping Summary 
 
Urban&Civic is taking the first step in undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for 
development at the Waterbeach Barracks and Airfield site. Following on from recent public 
engagement, design work and initial survey work, Urban&Civic is making a request for a formal EIA 
scoping opinion from the District Council. Once received, the opinion will set out what the District, 
and consultees, consider needs to be looked at in detail as part of the EIA process.  
 
An EIA scoping opinion is an early but important step towards defining what detailed matters need 
to be considered in the EIA, but is not a planning application. The purpose of the EIA itself will be to 
identify the significant environmental effects of the proposed development (both positive and 
negative), necessary mitigation and any residual impacts post-mitigation. This may also inform what 
measures and investment is needed in the local area to support local facilities and infrastructure.  
 
Topics to be considered as part of the EIA include: 
 

 socio-economic 

 landscape and visual 

 ecology and nature conservation 

 cultural heritage 

 agriculture and soil resources 

 transport 

 air quality 

 noise and vibration 

 lighting 

 hydrology, flood risk and drainage 

 ground conditions 

 utilities 

 

Urban&Civic will assess the development of up to 6,500 new homes, mixed use development and 
new infrastructure on the former barracks and airfield site, including schools and new parks. As part 
of EIA, it is also necessary to consider the potential impacts in combination with other committed 
developments or those likely to happen in the immediate area. The former barracks and airfield site 
makes up the brownfield area of the strategic allocation of the site at Waterbeach, and will be the 
first area to come forward. The allocation also includes land to the east of the airfield, up to the 
railway line, which is being promoted by RLW Estates, and needs to be considered in light of other 
additional planning commitments for housing in the area. For this reason, it is proposed to test the 
potential for development of the whole draft strategic allocation in the Submission Draft South 
Cambridgeshire Local Plan for up to 10,000 dwellings in total. 
 
The EIA will be undertaken by Autumn 2016. Once complete it will be presented in an Environmental 
Statement, which is one of a number of key supporting documents to be submitted with the 
planning application. 
 
People will be given a further chance to review and feed into the emerging development proposals 
at a series of consultation events in September, which will then finalise the approach that will be 
submitted in a Planning Application for the development by the end of the year. 
 


